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Habitat: Alligators are distributed widely
along the southeast and gulf regions from
North Carolina to Texas. They live In
freshwater environments including swamps,
marshes, and ponds. However, thesanlive
In brackish environments as well.

Food SourcesCarnivorous in nature,
alligators eat a variety of animals such as
fish, birds, small mammals, snakes and
turtles.

Behavior. Adult males are very territorial and\\ e
are usually solitarybut females are found in | 8

groups. Mothersbecome very territorial
after young hatch from their eggs Females
will provide parental care up to a year after

their young hatch. Alligators have the abllity | & /

to run, walk, and crawl. They are also great
swimmers and can hold their breath up to |
two hours at a time!

Cajun NameCocodrie which derives from a
variation of the French pronunciation of
crocodile.
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Alligators vs. Crocodiles Many people often
confuse these two animals since they look very
similar. Thebest identifying characteristicsare

the head and teeth. Crocodiles have a narrower

| snout and their lower teeth are exposed outside

their mouths when closed. Alligators have more
rounded snouts and their lower teeth cannot be
seen when their mouth Is closed.

Gator Hunting: Alligators were heavily hunted to
I AAO AQOEIT AOEITT EIT OE}
population monitoring and hunting regulations.
They were then put on the endangered species
list in 1967 which stopped them from being
hunted. Populations rebounded and they were
officially taken off the list in 1987. Since then
gator hunting has been heavily regulated.

Hunting season Is only oncper year.

Living FossilsAlligator ancestry date back to the
Age of Reptiliangrhich was 200 million years
ago! They have outlived dinosaurs by 65 million
years!

Habitat Builders:Gator nestsare commonly
AAT 1T AA OCAOI Orhdsd Habltadsare |
dug into vegetated banks up to 20 feet in length
for shelter and protection during the winter
months. This is when alligators are dormant.
Abandoneddens provide habitats for an array of
fishes, mammals, crustaceans, and other anima
becausethey still hold wate even In drler -
l
seasons. | ~ ,f{f/ - _
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